
FIFTH READING � � � � Jesus' Suffering under the Secular Authorities 
(…continued) evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will 
therefore chastise Him and let Him go. And they cried out more exceedingly: 
Crucify Him! And they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be 
crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed.  

And Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers of the 
governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole band of soldiers 
around Him. And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. And when 
they had twisted a crown out of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His 
right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him and began to 
salute Him, saying: Hail, King of the Jews! And they struck Him in the face and 
spat on Him and took the reed and struck Him on the head; and bowing the knee, 
they worshiped Him.  

Pilate then went out again, and said to them: Look, I am bringing Him 
out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him. Then Jesus came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them: 
Behold the Man! Therefore when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they 
cried out, saying: Crucify Him, crucify Him! Pilate said to them: You take Him 
and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him. The Jews answered him: We have a 
law, and by our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.  

Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and 
went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus: Where are You from? But 
Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to Him: Are You not speaking to 
me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release 
You? Jesus answered: You could have no power at all against Me unless it had 
been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the 
greater sin. From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, 
saying: If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes 
himself a king speaks against Caesar.  

When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down in the judgement seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in 
Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about 
the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews: Behold your king. But they cried out: 
Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him! Pilate said to them: Shall I 
crucify your king? The chief priests answered: We have no king but Caesar.  

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult 
was rising, he gave sentence that it should be as they requested. And he took 
water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying: I am innocent of the 
blood of this just Person. You see to it. And all the people answered and said: 
His blood be on us and on our children.  

Then he released to them Barabbas, whom they requested, who had been 
thrown in prison for insurrection and murder; but he delivered Jesus, after he had 
scourged Him, to their will, to be crucified.   (Here ends the 5th Passion History Reading) 

�  �   I.  The Service of Vespers   ELH  p.120   � � 

WELCOME: 03/25/15 4:30pm LENT.5 - MIDWEEK  INVOCATION Please rise .  

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son � , and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  

THE CONFESSION OF SINS P:   Dearly beloved!  We have come 
together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the 
great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most worthy 
praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation.  O come, let 
us worship Him!  Let us kneel and bow down before Him.  Let us confess our 
sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and 
mercy. 

C:   Almighty and most merciful Father, we have str ayed from Your 
ways like lost sheep.  We have followed the devices  and desires of our 
hearts.  We have offended against Your holy Law.  W e have done those 
things which we should not have done, and we have n ot done those 
things which we should have done.  Have mercy on us , O Lord!  Spare 
us and restore us, according to the promises You ha ve declared to us 
in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  For His sake grant that  we may live a godly, 
righteous and sober life, to the glory of Your holy  Name. 
THE ABSOLUTION 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of 

all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 OPENING HYMN: “Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed”   ELH #282   I.WATTS 

1. Alas! and did my-  Savior bleed,  -  And did my Sov’reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred Head  -  For sin-ners-  such as I? 

2. This Body slain, sweet-  Jesus, Thine  -  And ba thed in Its own Blood, 
While all exposed to wrath divine,  -  The glor-iou s-  Suff’rer stood! 
3. Was it for crimes that-  I had done  -  He groan ed upon the Tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown,  -  And love-  be-yond  degree! 
4. Well might the sun in-  darkness hide  -  And sh ut his glories in 

When God, the mighty Maker, died  -  For man-  the-   creature's sin. 
5. Thus might I hide my-  blushing face - While His  dear Cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,  -  And melt-  m ine-  eyes in tears. 

6. But drops of grief can-  ne'er repay  -  The deb t of love I owe; 
Dear Lord, renew my faith today,  -  And teach-  me -  what to do.  Amen.  

The VERSICLES   ELH, p.120 
P: ♪ O Lord, open my lips.   C: ♪ And my mouth will show forth Your praise. 

P: ♪ Make haste, O God, to deliver me.  C: ♪ Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
The GLORIA PATRI C: ♪  Glory be to the Father,  -  and to the Son, - 

and to the Holy Ghost.  -  As it was in the beginni ng; is now, 
     and ever shall be, for-ev-er-more.  -  A-men.   ___ 

� p.1 � 



�  Here are the words to Psalm 143  - Please READ along!  � 
P: Hear my prayer, O LORD, Give ear to my supplications! In Your 

faithfulness answer me, And in Your righteousness. 
C: Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, Fo r in Your sight no   

one living is righteous. 
3 For the enemy has persecuted my soul; He has crushed my life to the ground; 

He has made me dwell in darkness, Like those who have long been dead. 
4 Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me; My h eart within me is 

distressed. 
5 I remember the days of old; I meditate on all Your works; I muse on the 

work of Your hands. 
6 I spread out my hands to You; My soul longs for You like a thirsty land.  
7 Answer me speedily, O LORD; My spirit fails! Do not hide Your face from 

me, Lest I be like those who go down into the pit. 
8 Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the mornin g, For in You do I 

trust; Cause me to know the way in which I should w alk, For I lift up 
my soul to You. 

9 Deliver me, O LORD, from my enemies; In You I take shelter. 
10 Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God; Your Spirit is good. 

Lead me in the land of uprightness. 
11 Revive me, O LORD, for Your name’s sake! For Your righteousness’ sake 

bring my soul out of trouble. 
12 In Your mercy cut off my enemies, And destroy all those who afflict 

my soul; For I am Your servant. 
 (All)     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Ho ly Ghost, 
       one True God, now and forever. Amen   
PASSION HISTORY: 5TH READING � Jesus Suffering Under Secular Leaders  

RESPONSORY P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. C: ♪ Thanks be to You, O  Lord!  

SERMON HYMN:  “ All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall”   ELH #491 (TUNE 495) 

1.  All mankind fell in Adam’s fall,  -  One common  sin infects us all; 
From sire to son the bane descends,  -  And over al l the curse impends. 

2.  Through all man’s pow’rs corruption creeps -  And him in dreadful bondage keeps; 
In guilt he draws his infant breath  -  And reaps i ts fruits of woe and death. 

3.  From hearts depraved, to evil prone, - Flow thoughts and deed s of sin alone; 
God’s image lost, the darkened soul  -  Nor seeks nor finds its he av’nly goal. 
4. But Christ, the second Adam, came - To bear our sin and woe and s hame, 

To be our Life, our Light, our Way,  -  Our only Ho pe, our only Stay. 
5. As by one man all mankind fell  -  And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

So by one Man, who took our place,  -  We all recei ved the gift of grace. 
6 We thank Thee, Christ; new life is ours, - New life, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs: 

THIS GRACE OUR EV’RY WAY ATTEND  -  UNTIL WE REACH OUR JOURNEY 'S END. 
SERMON SERIES “BLOOD OF THE PASSION”   TONIGHT “ BLOOD… SHARED” 
 � p.2 �  

The OFFERING 
The VERSICLE     P: ♪  Let my prayers rise before You as incense: 
C: ♪   And the lifting up of my hands--  As the ev’ning sa crifice.  
NUNC DIMITTIS  (“Lord, Let Us Depart in Peace”  …music on page 124) 
C:  ♪  1. Lord, now You let Your servant … …` de-part in peace: 
    Accord- ... … … … ...`-ing to You Word. 

2. For mine eyes have seen … … …`Your  Sal-va-tion; 
    Which You have prepared before the face …`of all peo-ple. 
3. A- Light to light- … … … … `-en the Gen-tiles: 
    And the glory of Your … … …    `peo-ple  Isra-el. 

4. Glory be to the Father …`and to the Son / And to ...`the Holy Ghost; 
5.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and..`ever shall be / Forev-..`er-more,  A-men. 
KYRIE ELEISON (Lord Have Mercy) C: ♪ Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.   -  Lord, have mercy u pon us.   

The LORD’S PRAYER  (Congregation pray, say together, ♪ Sung Amen. ) 
C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name; 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil; 

For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glor y forever and ever, ♪A- -men . 

The (Evening) COLLECT (Pastor prays, Congregation Amen)  C: ♪ A- - -men. 
The BENEDICAMUS  P: ♪  Let us bless the Lord.  C: ♪ Thanks  be to God. 
The BENEDICTION  P: ♪ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, And the love of God, 
  And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   C:  ♪  A- - -men. 
CLOSING HYMN  “ Abide With Me”  ELH #561  Sing (odd) verses 1, 3, 5, 7  

1. Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide;  -  The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  -  Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me! 

3. Not a brief glance I beg, a passing word, - But as Thou dwell'st with Thy disciples, Lord, 
Familiar, condescending, patient, free.  -  Come not to sojourn, but abide with me. 

5. Thou on my head in every youth didst smile, - And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile, 
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee.  -  On to the close, O Lord, abide with me. 

7. I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I triumph still if Thou abide with me. 

  Silent Prayer  (Candles out.)  You may be seated.   � p.3 �        FELLOWSHIP_ 

 
FIFTH READING  �   Jesus' Suffering before the secular authorities 

Then the whole multitude of them arose and bound Jesus, led Him from 
Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning.  (continues…) 
 � p.3 � 



History of the Suffering & Death of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to the 4 Evangelists  +  harmonised by Dr. Johann Bugenhagen 

compiled from the New King James Version 

 
FIFTH READING  �   Jesus' Suffering before the secular authorities 

Then the whole multitude of them arose and bound Jesus, led Him from 
Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning.  

Then Judas, who had betrayed Him, when he saw that He was 
condemned to death, felt remorse and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders, saying: I have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent 
blood. And they said: What is that to us? You see to that! And he threw down the 
pieces of silver in the temple, departed, and went and hanged himself and he 
burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out.  

And the chief priests took the silver pieces and said: It is not lawful to 
put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood. And they took 
counsel and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. And it 
became known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem, so to this day that field is 
called in their own language, Akeldama, that is the Field of Blood. Then was 
fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the 
children of Israel priced, and gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed 
me.  

But the Jews did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, 
but that they might eat the Passover. Pilate then went out to them and said: What 
accusation do you bring against this Man? They answered and said to him: If He 
were not an evil doer, we would not have delivered Him up to you. Then Pilate 
said to them: You take Him and judge Him according to your law. Therefore the 
Jews said to him: It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death, that the saying of 
Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.  

And the chief priests and elders began to accuse Him vehemently, 
saying: We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes 
to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King. Then Pilate entered the 
Praetorium again, called Jesus, and asked Him, saying: Are You the King of the 
Jews? Jesus stood before him and answered: Are you speaking for yourself, or 
did others tell you this about Me? Pilate answered: Am I a Jew? Your own 
nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done? 
Jesus answered: My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this 
world, then My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the 
Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here. Pilate therefore said to Him: Are 
You a king then? Jesus answered: You say rightly that I am a king. For this 
cause I was born and for this cause I came into the world, that I should bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice. Pilate said to 
Him: What is truth? And when he had said this he went out again to the Jews, 
and said to them: I find no fault in Him at all. And the chief priests and elders 
accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing. And Pilate asked Him 
again, saying: Do You answer nothing? See how many things they testify against 
You! Do You not hear? But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled. 
But they were the more fierce, saying: He stirs up the people, teaching 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.  

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. And 
as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to 
Herod, who himself also was in Jerusalem at that time. And when Herod saw 
Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, 
because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle 
done by Him. And he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him 
nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. 
And Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, 
arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. And the same day 
Pilate and Herod became mutual friends, for before they had been at enmity 
between themselves.  

And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and 
the people, said to them: You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads 
the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no 
fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; no, nor did 
Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing worthy of death has been 
done by Him. I will therefore chastise Him and release Him. Now at the feast the 
governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they 
wished. And there was at that time a notorious prisoner named Barabbas, who 
had been thrown into prison with his fellow insurrectionists, who had committed 
murder in the insurrection made in the city. And the multitude, crying aloud, 
began to ask him to do just as he had always done for them. And when they 
gathered together, Pilate answered: You have a custom that I should release 
someone to you at the Passover. Whom do you want me to release to you, 
Barabbas or Jesus, the king of the Jews, who is called Christ? For he knew that 
the chief priests had delivered Him because of envy.  

While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent to him, saying: 
Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a 
dream because of Him.  

But the chief priests and the elders stirred up the people and persuaded them that 
they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said 
to them: Which of the two do you want me to release to you? The whole crowd 
cried out, saying: Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas. Pilate, 
therefore, wishing to release Jesus, spoke again to them: What then shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Christ? They all said to him: Crucify Him, crucify Him! 
And he said to them the third time: Why, what evil has He     (…continued) 



MIDWEEK LENT-4W  Hebrews 2:10-18    “ Shared Blood”  03.25.15  OSL 

TEXT  Hebrews 2:10-18 In bringing many sons to glory, it was 
fitting that God, for whom and through whom everyth ing exists, should 
make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 Both the 
one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same 
family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothe rs. 12 He says, "I will 
declare your name to my brothers; in the presence o f the congregation I 
will sing your praises." 13 And again, "I will put my trust in him." And 
again he says, "Here am I, and the children God has  given me." 14 Since 
the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in  their humanity so that 
by his death he might destroy him who holds the pow er of death --that is, 
the devil-- 15 and free those who all their lives w ere held in slavery by 
their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels  he helps, but Abraham's 
descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made l ike his brothers in 
every way, in order that he might become a merciful  and faithful high 
priest in service to God, and that he might make at onement for the sins of 
the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is 
able to help those who are being tempted. 

INTRODUCTION:   Nine months from today is Christmas Day . The church 
celebrates today, March 25th, as the Festival of the Annunciation  in 
commemoration of the fact that the Angel Gabriel brought the Word of God to 
Mary, announcing to her that she would conceive and bear in her flesh the very 
Son of God. Today’s text from the Book of Hebrews coincides with the 
Annunciation as it speaks of the Son of God becoming our Brother, taking on 
our flesh and blood.  

In God's design we are bound not  to humanity in general but to a specific 
family. We are bound to parents, to brothers and sisters, to children by blood. 
When God created Eve, He fashioned her from Adam's own flesh  and so 
Adam exclaimed, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh." And out of 
the flesh and blood of Adam and Eve, God established the human family. God took 
on that flesh and blood in the womb of Mary and was born a man. He is not 
ashamed to call us brethren, says the writer to the Hebrews. Jesus becomes our 
Brother that He might be the high priest of our salvation.  

Our text puts it like this, "Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in the things pertaining 
to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself has 
suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted." In His flesh our 
High Priest has suffered the same things which we must suffer . We suffer 
because  of sin.  Sometimes we suffer as result of sins which we have committed. 
In other words, our sinful actions are hurtful not only to other people but to 
ourselves as well.  Other times we suffer because of the sinful deeds of other 
people, that is, we are made victims . Jesus did NOT suffer for His own  sin ; He 
was without sin. But He did surely suffer with OUR sins . He carried in His Body 
the wounds of our abuse. He willingly made Himself a Victim of the world's sin for 
us and our salvation. Isaiah  says that He "was oppressed and afflicted" and that 
He was "wounded for our transgressions." Jesus is well-acquainted with suffering. 

He bears it all: Rejection  by men, betrayal  by one of His own disciples and 
desertion  by the rest, the pure physical pain  of His Passion, and most of all - 
forsakenness by God Himself . Never was there suffering like the suffering of 
Jesus Christ.  

A bit later on the Epistle to the Hebrews  we read that "we do not have a 
High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points 
tempted as we are, yet without sin." (Hebrews  4:15) The temptations that are 
common to us, the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil were faced 
by Jesus.  We see this very clearly in Jesus' temptation in the wilderness  for 
forty days and nights. Satan tempted Jesus to give in to the desires of His own 
flesh, to serve Himself by turning stones into bread. The Tempter baited Jesus to 
gain worldly prestige by putting His divinity on display by jumping down from the 
pinnacle of the temple. The Father of lies offered Jesus the kingdoms of this world 
if He would only bow down and worship him. Those temptations did not stop after 
the Lord's time in the wilderness was over. Satan would be back. He would be back 
in the person of Peter as Peter rebukes Jesus for speaking of the cross, suffering, 
and death. Satan would be there in the Garden of Gethsemane as Jesus struggled 
in prayer to do the will of the Father, to drink the cup of suffering that was set 
before Him. And Satan would be there on Good Friday in the jeering voices of the 
mockers who cried out, "If you are the Son of God, come down from the Cross and 
then we will believe in you."  

Jesus is no  stranger to the temptations which you face.  He has already 
confronted those temptations and He has won the victory over them. Therefore, 
He is able to help you in the times of your temptation.  

As Jesus is a partaker of our flesh and blood, He shares the fate that is 
common to all flesh. He becomes obedient unto death, even death on a Cross . 
Our text says that Jesus shared in our flesh and blood, that through "death He 
might destroy him who had the power of death, that is the devil and release those 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage." The slave master has his whip that he 
uses to instill fear and exercise power over the slaves. The devil's whip is death . 
All human beings are held in slavery by the fear of death. Jesus comes to this 
earth, to this slave camp, in the form of a slave, yet He will not render obedience to 
the slave master. He yields obedience only to His Father even when His Flesh is 
cut with the cords of the slave master's whip. As the final lash of that whip falls 
across His back, He prays, "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." He dies 
and yet through that death which appeared to be defeat, He destroyed him who 
had the power of death and so released us from captivity to dea th.   

Our Brother is our High Priest. The Blood which He shed for our atonement 
gives us cleansing and forgiveness of sins. By His dying on the Cross, He has won 
for us the victory over death and the devil. Remember the words of the hymn:  

"As by one man all mankind fell  -   And born in sin, was doomed to hell, 
  So by one Man, Who took our place , -  We all received the gift of grace." 

That one Man is our Brother , our flesh  and blood . In His flesh and blood, 
we have Redemption and Salvation. IJ’N,  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus to life everlasting.    SDG 


